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ConsumerAffairs	is	not	a	government	agency.	Companies	displayed	may	pay	us	to	be	Authorized	or	when	you	click	a	link,	call	a	number	or	fill	a	form	on	our	site.	Our	content	is	intended	to	be	used	for	general	information	purposes	only.	It	is	very	important	to	do	your	own	analysis	before	making	any	investment	based	on	your	own	personal
circumstances	and	consult	with	your	own	investment,	financial,	tax	and	legal	advisers.Company	NMLS	Identifier	#2110672Copyright	©	2022	Consumers	Unified	LLC.	All	Rights	Reserved.	The	contents	of	this	site	may	not	be	republished,	reprinted,	rewritten	or	recirculated	without	written	permission.	$20,595–$22,095	MSRP	range	Explore	the	2012
Subaru	Forester	Shop	the	2012	Subaru	Forester	The	Subaru	Forester	is	one	of	the	most	trustworthy,	family-friendly	compact	crossover	SUVs	on	the	market	today.	This	model	has	been	produced	since	1997	in	Japan,	where	it	was	simultaneously	released	to	the	American	public.	Over	180,000	Foresters	were	sold	in	the	United	States	in	2019	alone.	The
brand	is	known	for	its	reliability,	safety,	and	spacious	interior	for	road	trips	with	the	family.	It	is	also	extremely	popular	throughout	Europe,	Canada,	Thailand,	and	Australia.The	Subaru	Forester	remains	one	of	the	most	popular	brands	on	today's	market.	It	is	manufactured	by	Subaru,	one	of	the	most	trustworthy	manufacturers	in	the	world.	The
company	specializes	in	affordable,	world-class	products	that	are	both	extremely	durable	and	fuel	efficient.	Subaru	continues	to	produce	and	offer	new	models	that	can	be	purchased	directly	at	any	Subaru	dealership,	but	there	are	also	thousands	of	used	Foresters	available	as	well.Determining	which	Forester	models	are	reliable,	however,	can	be	a
daunting	task	for	the	uninitiated	or	the	unaware.	There	are	recalls,	complaints,	and	investigations	into	almost	every	single	car	produced	and	you’ll	have	to	wade	through	that	data	to	make	the	best	buying	decision.	To	help,	The	Drive’s	here	to	guide	you	through	that	process	and	detail	as	much	information	about	the	Forester’s	reliability	as
possible.	The	Drive	and	its	partners	may	earn	a	commission	if	you	purchase	a	product	through	one	of	our	links.	Read	more.Although	reliability	is	highly	variable	and	dependent	on	the	owner	of	the	vehicle,	the	Subaru	Forester	is	recognized	for	its	high	standards	and	excellent	safety	features.	We	have	compiled	a	list	of	the	various	Subaru	Forester
models,	and	the	reviews,	issues,	customer	complaints,	and	repair	costs	associated	with	each	model.	This	list	should	help	you	decide	which	model	is	the	best	fit	for	your	individual	needs	and	preferences.If	you	have	not	owned	a	Subaru	Forester	in	the	past,	it	is	always	a	good	idea	to	visit	a	Subaru	dealership	and	test	drive	the	vehicle	before	purchasing.
Each	model	offers	its	own	distinct	advantages,	but	additional	or	special	features	does	not	necessarily	mean	that	the	model	is	more	reliable.	Make	sure	to	do	your	thorough	research,	visit	a	dealership,	or	visit	a	used	car	lot	before	making	a	final	decision	on	which	specific	model	is	the	best	choice	for	your	new	vehicle.Short	answer:	you.	The	longer
answer	is	a	car’s	reliability	and	longevity	are	inextricably	tied	to	how	you	take	care	of	your	vehicle,	your	maintenance	schedule	(if	you	have	one),	your	conservative	or	brash	driving	habits,	and	whether	or	not	you	live	in	climates	where	extreme	weather	could	affect	the	car’s	construction.Preemptive	maintenance	like	regular	oil	changes,	fluid	flushes,
tire	rotation,	and	fuel	system	cleaners,	along	with	keeping	the	exterior	and	underside	of	your	car	clean,	will	all	increase	the	life	expectancy	of	your	car.	Keeping	it	out	of	the	harsh	desert	or	tropical	sun,	as	well	as	away	from	the	rust-inducing	salted	roadways	of	winter,	will	also	extend	its	life.And	lastly,	keeping	the	Mario	Andretti	driving	antics	to	a
minimum	will	keep	your	brakes,	engine,	tires,	and	chassis	under-stressed	and	happy	for	far	longer	compared	to	hitting	every	trip	to	the	grocery	store	like	it’s	the	Indy	500.	If	you're	looking	for	a	new	Subaru	Forester,	or	new	to	you	Subaru	Forester,	look	no	further	than	Carvana.	One	of	the	best	new	and	used	car	websites	around,	you're	sure	to	find
your	next	car	with	Carvana.	Click	here	to	start	searching.Vehicle	Type:	Compact	SUVEngine	options:	1.8	L	CB18	Turbo	H4,	2.0	L	FB20	H4,	2.5	L	FB25	DI	H4,	2.0	L	FB20D	e-Boxer	Hybrid	H4Total	internal	combustion	range:	481	milesAs	detailed	above,	reliability	is	generally	something	that	depends	on	the	person,	the	car,	and	the	situation,	so	we	can’t
make	a	definitive	statement	that	the	Subaru	Forester	is	reliable	or	unreliable.	To	better	assess	its	reliability,	however,	we’ve	assembled	several	data	points	from	numerous	sources	to	present	you	with	as	much	information	as	possible.	Let’s	start	with	common	problems,	as	told	by	comments	listed	in	the	Forester’s	National	Highway	Traffic	Safety
Administration	(NHTSA)	archives.As	collected	by	the	NHTSA,	these	are	the	Subaru	Forester’s	issues	throughout	the	years.Recall	1:	PCV	valve	can	separate.Recall	2:	Electric	power	steering	assist	failure.Recall	1:	Occupant	detection	system	may	deactivate	airbag.Recall	2:	Incorrect	tire	information.Recall	1:	Occupant	detection	system	may	deactivate
airbag.Recall	1:	Occupant	detection	system	may	deactivate	airbag.Recall	2:	Brake	lights	may	not	illuminate.Recall	3:	Turbocharger	intake	duct	crack	may	cause	stall.Recall	1:	Occupant	detection	system	may	deactivate	airbag.Recall	2:	Brake	lights	may	not	illuminate.Recall	3:	Turbocharger	intake	duct	crack	may	cause	stall.Recall	1:	Brake	lights	may
not	illuminate.Recall	2:	Carpeted	floor	mats	may	curl	and	interfere	with	pedals.Recall	1:	Passenger	frontal	airbag	may	explode.Recall	2:	Ignition	switch	may	turn	off.Recall	3:	Power	relay	may	fail	and	cause	air	pump	to	overheat.Recall	4:	Brake	line	corrosion	at	four-way	connector.Recall	1:	Passenger	frontal	airbag	may	explode.Recall	2:	Ignition	switch
may	turn	off.Recall	3:	Power	relay	may	fail	and	cause	air	pump	to	overheat.Recall	4:	Brake	line	corrosion	at	four-way	connector.Recall	5:	Accessory	puddle	light	may	short-circuit.Recall	1:	Passenger	frontal	airbag	may	explode.Recall	2:	Ignition	switch	may	turn	off.Recall	3:	Power	relay	may	fail	and	cause	air	pump	to	overheat.Recall	4:	Brake	line
corrosion	at	four-way	connector.Recall	5:	Accessory	puddle	light	may	short-circuit.As	with	other	car	brands,	not	all	Subaru	Foresters	are	built	to	the	same	standards	as	the	vehicles	mentioned	above.	Here’s	a	quick	rundown	of	various	Foresters,	including	the	common	problems,	customer	complaints,	and	repair	costs	that	will	help	you	make	the	best
decision	when	purchasing	your	next	car.Average	Repair	Costs:	$1600,	according	to	CarComplaints.com"My	car	was	subject	to	the	recall	due	to	the	oil	consumption	problem,	but	after	having	the	"test'	to	see	if	my	car	was,	in	fact,	one	of	the	affected,	I	was	told	"no."	As	the	years	went	by,	I	had	to	have	the	oil	checked	before	any	extended	car	trip.	Even
with	that,	the	oil	lamp	was	lighting	up	when	I	was	on	the	AC	Expressway	or	the	NJ	Turnpike	near	New	York	or	I95	down	south.	I	could	never	be	certain	that	I	wouldn't	be	stranded	due	to	the	oil	problem.	I	even	had	the	test	done	twice.	It	was	the	piston	which	eroded	all	the	more	as	the	years	went	by.	I	was	in	touch	with	Subaru	at	all	levels	of	the
organization.	I	was	also	a	loyal	Subaru	customer-	this	being	my	3rd	or	4th	Subaru.	Well,	sadly	for	Subaru,	instead	of	my	continued	praises,	it	is	getting	my	warning.	The	2014	Forester	is	a	disaster	where	oil	is	concerned.	If	you	don't	want	to	have	to	put	oil	in	every	1500	-	2000	miles,	I	urge	you	to	steer	clear	of	this	car."	-	2014	modelAverage	Repair
Costs:	$1000,	according	to	CarComplaints.com"Both	rear	suspension	coil	springs	broke	and	need	to	be	replaced	and	so	do	the	struts.	Both	broke	while	driving	on	a	well	paved	road	going	35	mph.	I	did	not	hit	or	run	over	anything.	They	completely	snapped	apart.	This	is	clearly	due	to	defective	part	as	there	are	100's	of	complaints	for	this	happening	to
2014-2015	model	Foresters	and	coming	from	a	family	of	mechanics,	this	does	not	just	happen.	The	car	has	50K	miles	and	is	only	driven	on	well	paved	roads.	Springs	broke	while	driving	kids	in	back.	Car	very	unstable	and	cannot	stop	as	quickly.	Really	unsafe.	These	need	to	be	recalled.	I	filed	a	complaint	with	NHTSA.	Subaru	needs	to	recall	these.	I
have	been	in	touch	with	Subaru	customer	service	but	no	luck"	-	2014	modelAccording	to	JD	Power,	this	score	“Measures	the	level	of	defects,	malfunctions	and	design	flaws	experienced	by	vehicle	owners.	Covers	the	entire	vehicle	from	engine	to	infotainment	system.	A	higher	rating	means	fewer	problems.”If	you're	looking	for	a	new	Subaru	Forester,
or	new	to	you	Subaru	Forester,	look	no	further	than	Carvana.	One	of	the	best	new	and	used	car	websites	around,	you're	sure	to	find	your	next	car	with	Carvana.	Click	here	to	start	searching.You’ve	got	questions,	The	Drive	has	answers!A:	A	Subaru	Forester	is	quite	reliable,	but	ratings	can	vary	depending	on	the	individual's	style	and	preferences.	If
you	are	looking	for	a	safe,	durable,	and	fuel	efficient	compact	SUV,	then	the	Subaru	Forester	is	an	excellent	choice.A:	The	Subaru	Forester	is	a	top-three	compact	SUV	in	terms	of	dependability,	according	to	J.D.	Power.	The	Forester	and	Outback	are	the	two	most	reliable	models	made	by	Subaru,	according	to	Consumer	Reports.	A:	Results	vary
depending	on	individuals,	but	Subaru	Forester	engines	are	typically	capable	of	lasting	up	to	300,000	miles.A:	The	Subaru	Forester	is	an	extremely	trustworthy	compact	SUV,	and	it	is	one	of	the	most	reliable	in	terms	of	engine	issues	and	cooling,	transmission	problems,	the	fuel	system,	exhaust,	and	body	hardware.A:	Certain	models	can	vary	in	terms
of	their	reliability,	but	in	general,	the	Subaru	Forester	is	dependable	and	one	of	the	most	reliable	products	on	the	market.	It	should	not	be	considered	an	overrated	vehicle,	although	ratings	can	vary	greatly	from	one	person	to	another	depending	on	their	needs	and	preferences.	Here	are	a	few	more	resources	you	can	use:Subaru	Forester	Website
Subaru	Forester	Recalls	-	[For	OEM	warranties.	Skip	the	third-party	warranty.]	Subaru	Forester	Reviews	-	[Note:	Use	BBB.org	if	possible]	
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